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The Washington Farmworker Housing Trust (The Trust) is a statewide nonprofit organization working to create 
a better and more sustainable agricultural community by securing and investing resources to address the full 
spectrum of housing and related needs of farmworkers.  The Trust has an active board of directors made up of 
growers, farmworker advocates, community-based housing organizations, and other concerned citizens who 
have united to address the critical shortage of safe, affordable housing for farmworkers and their families in 
our state. 
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Executive Summary 
Yakima County Farmworker Housing Action Plan: 2011 ς2016 

 
 
It should be possible for working people to afford housing and still have enough 
money for the basics like groceries, gas and childcare. For many Yakima County 
farmworker families, this is simply not the case. An estimated 13,000 additional units 
of safe, affordable farmworker housing are needed, causing severe hardships for 
farmworkers and their families who must live in unaffordable, overcrowded and/or 
substandard housing. These existing housing conditions jeopardize the skilled, stable 
workforce that Yakima /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
 
Together with Yakima County residents, the Washington Farmworker Housing Trust 
(The Trust) is building local partnerships to support ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ farmworkers, farms, 
affordable housing and related service providers, and inform public policy to ensure 
that everyone has the opportunity to live in a safe, and affordable home.  The Yakima 
County Farmworker Housing Trust Advisory Council represents a broad base of 
community shareholders with the active participation of over a dozen organizations 
including Educational Service District 105, Washington Growers League, Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic, Catholic 
Charities Housing Services, Banner Bank, Yakima Valley Grower-Shipper Association, Office of Rural and Farmworker 
Housing, Washington State Employment Security Department, Yakima Housing Authority, local Trust board members, 
and other concerned citizens. 
 
Building affordable homes for farmworker families stabilizes our labor force, creates jobs and strengthens our 
communities. Affordable quality housing provides a secure and safe environment for children to learn and grow, 
thereby preparing our future workforce, business owners and consumers.  This action plan identifies the housing 
needed to enhance the overall well-being of Yakima County residents and sustain ̧ ŀƪƛƳŀΩǎ agricultural economy.  
This plan lays out strategies to increase access to safe, quality affordable housing for farmworker families in Yakima 
County over the next 5 years. 
 
This plan was developed by the Trust in partnership with the Yakima County Farmworker Housing Trust Advisory 
Council.  Advisory Council members developed goals and strategies and provided extensive local knowledge of the 
emerging housing and labor trends. Many Yakima Valley community organizations and growers assisted the Trust 
with data collection. 

 
This Action Plan includes the following components: 

¶ Housing Needs 
o Current Housing Inventory 
o Labor Trends & the Impact on Housing Needs 
o Estimate of Housing Needed 

¶ Goals to Support Housing Stability & Resources Required 
o Regulatory Considerations 
o Cost Considerations 

¶ Strategies & Action Steps to Support Housing Stability 

¶ Monitoring Progress & Updating Goals 

¶ Concluding Statement 
 

NEED YAKIMA PHOTO???? 
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Housing Needs 
There is extreme hardship for too many farmworkers in Yakima County. The economic disadvantages of farmworkers 
are documented by the Trust's statewide, year-long survey of nearly 3,000 farmworkers, the largest survey of its kind 
ever conducted in the nation. In Yakima & Klickitat Counties, approximately 95% of the farmworkers surveyed have 
their primary residences here.  Fair market rent for a two bedroom in Yakima County is $750, which is more than the 
affordability level for the average Yakima farmworker household ($505).12  The average annual income for a Yakima 
& Klickitat County farmworker family is about $20,213, and too many pay a high percentage of their income for 
housing costs.  This leaves little money for other basic necessities like groceries.  These conditions make it more likely 
for farmworker children to experience malnutrition and underdevelopment. 
 
The TrustΩǎ survey found that: 
× 53% of farmworkers interviewed in Yakima & Klickitat Counties spent more than the federal standard of 30% 

of their income for housing costs (cost-burden); 
× 27% lived in substandard housing; 
× 35% lived in overcrowded conditions; 
× and 56% had children in the home. 

 
There are 676 year-round rental homes dedicated to farmworker families in Yakima County (approximately 3,575 
maximum occupancy) and 904 grower-owned beds.  Yakima County is one of five counties in the state with a 
homeownership program dedicated to farmworkers. Twenty-eight homeownership units for farmworker families 
have been built using the sweat equity model in Yakima County in just 6 years. Last year, Catholic Charities Housing 
Services (CCHS), the Sunnyside Housing Authority (SHA) and the Yakima Housing Authority (YHA) served over 2,200 
farmworkers and family members, providing homes for the workforce of more than 80 agricultural employers in the 
Valley.  In spite of these efforts, the lack of safe, affordable housing remains a key issue for working families.  YHA, 
SHA and CCHS maintain waiting lists for their farmworker housing developments that include over 1,400 households, 
with estimated waits as long as 1-3 years.  Also, the majority of growers with on-farm housing are only able 
financially to provide housing to some of their employees. 

 
Farmworkers are vitally important in agricultural production and determine the quality and safety of food products, 
and ultimately the sustainability of an agricultural business. Agriculture is the single largest employment sector in 
Washington State, employing an estimated 187,000 farmworkers annually of which an estimated 52,476 are in 
Yakima County. There are increasingly more apples and cherries per acre that need to be picked by hand. 
In addition, farmworkers help contribute over $1.2 billion annually in crop and livestock production to ̧ ŀƪƛƳŀΩǎ 
economyΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ. Based on grower 
interviews and available data, we project that the overall increased demand for labor will ultimately result in an 
increased need for farmworker housing in Yakima County.  
 
The Trust estimates that with the existing housing stock there is a gap of at least 13,095 farmworker housing units 
needed to meet the present day need in Yakima County.3  Approximately 65,475 farmworkers and family members in 
Yakima County do not have a safe affordable home. 
 
  

                                                 
1 National Low Income Housing Coalition, Out of Reach 2010.http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2010/data.cfm?getstate=on&getcounty=on&county=8177&state=WA 
2 Washington Farmworker Housing Trust, A Sustainable Bounty: Investing in Our Agricultural Future (2008). 
3 Assuming the industry standard of an average of 5 persons/unit. 

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2010/data.cfm?getstate=on&getcounty=on&county=8177&state=WA
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Approximately over 65,000 farmworkers and family members in  
Yakima County do not have a safe affordable home. 

 
 
Challenges 
Not In My Back Yard (NIMBY) sentiment, land availability and financing remain major challenges for affordable 
housing organizations and growers trying to provide safe housing for farmworker families in Yakima County.   

¶ Opponents to proposed affordable housing developments often express concerns about reduced property 
values and increased crime. National housing research has found that άǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ clearly fails to support 
the notion that subsidized rental housing, as a general matter, will depress neighborhood property values or 
ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ4  There is some evidence that points to a positive, rather than a 
negative, community development impact of farmworker housing. For instance, on average a single 
farmworker housing development contributes $470,000 annually in local revenues.5   
 

¶ Local Growth Management Act (GMA) plans and county and city zoning do not appear to consistently 
designate adequate available land for affordable housing needs including farmworker housing.  The 
disconnect between GMA goals and local zoning codes has made it extremely difficult to secure sites for new 
homes and create opportunities for farmworker families and other lower-income persons to live in a safe, 
affordable home. 
 

¶ Financing affordable housing in rural areas is challenging due to relatively limited local resources, and is 
becoming even more so with the recession. Until the legislature restores the Housing Trust Fund and the 
LIHTC market rebounds, or alternative resources become available, financing community-based housing will 
be difficult to accomplish in rural communities. 
 

¶ Document recording fees that support affordable housing at the county and state level have also declined 
precipitously. This further limits the local resources available for construction, rehabilitation, rent support 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŜŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀting and 
Maintenance Program, which is an essential tool for helping community-based seasonal-occupancy housing 
cover fixed costs with seasonal rents. 

  

 
  

                                                 
4
 The Center for Housing Policy, 5ƻƴΩǘ tǳǘ ƛǘ IŜǊŜΗ 5ƻŜǎ !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ /ŀǳǎŜ bŜŀǊōȅ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƻ 5ŜŎƭƛƴŜΚ 

http://furmancenter.org/files/media/Dont_Put_It_Here.pdf, 4. 
5
 Teresa Guillen, An examination of the Social and Economic Impacts of Farmworker Housing at the Local Level (2006), 12. 

http://furmancenter.org/files/media/Dont_Put_It_Here.pdf
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Goals to Support Housing Stability 
Our goal is to significantly increase the number of farmworkers and family members able to access appropriate, 
affordable homes. This plan documents our goal of assisting 1,800 farmworkers and family members by 2016 
through a range of activities that will promote the creation or preservation of affordable housing for farmworker 
families.  Accomplishing this goal will require the collaboration and leadership of our Yakima County Commissioners; 
Granger, Grandview, Harrah, Mabton, Moxee, Naches, Selah, Sunnyside, Tieton, Toppenish, Union Gap, Yakima and 
Zillah City Council Members; and other elected and appointed officials. 
 
Strategies & Action Steps to Support Housing Stability 
In order to ensure that ŦŀǊƳǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΣ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ¸ŀƪƛƳŀΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
community, the Yakima County Farmworker Housing Trust Advisory Council will focus on these strategies: 
 
Public Awareness: The Yakima County Advisory Council will conduct public education to raise awareness of the 
community benefits of farmworker housing among the general public and change public perceptions regarding 
causes of and solutions to the issue.  In the coming year, the work of the Advisory Council will include: 

¶ Continuing research on the benefits of safe and affordable housing. 

¶ Hosting a Housing Opportunity Tour for local legislators, County Commissioners and other local elected 
officials. 

¶ Presenting information to civic organizations and at public events.  
 

Land Availability: The Yakima County Advisory Council seeks to collaborate with local government officials to ensure 
adequate developable land for farmworker housing while protecting valuable agricultural lands.   

 
Partnerships & Coordination of Resources:  The Yakima County Advisory Council will strengthen and build local 
partnerships for improving farmworker housing conditions.  The Advisory Council will support affordable housing and 
service providers to increase coordination of services for farmworkers and their families.  In coordinating with other 
affordable housing efforts, the Advisory Council can help comprehensively plan local solutions and develop new 
shared resources.  The Advisory Council sends regular updates on our activities to other Yakima housing 
organizations and an Advisory Council member serves as a liaison to the Yakima County Affordable Housing 
Committee. 

 
Concluding Statement 
Accomplishing the goals of this Plan will not be easy, especially in the current economic conditions. The agricultural 
workforce grew 16.5% from 1999 to 2008.6  Housing the workforce is already an issue, and unless the rate of housing 
production far exceeds the rate of growth for the entire workforce, we will just be falling further behind. Stabilizing 
the agricultural workforce through quality affordable housing is essential for our economy and communities, both 
now and in the future. Achieving these goals will help sustain: 

× A safe food system that can both feed us locally and compete globally, 

× Rural communities whose economies rely on agriculture, 

× ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ YƛƴƎ 
County (highest county dollar value in Washington), ports and transportation sectors, and even the Pike 
Public Market, 

× Our future work force, professionals, farm and business owners who are growing up in farmworker 
families.

                                                 
6 Employment Security Department, 2009 Agricultural Workforce in Washington State. 
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Chapter 1: Housing Needs 
This section summarizes the inventory of existing affordable farmworker housing resources, labor trends and the 
housing needs of farmworkers and their families in Yakima County. 
 
It all starts at home. Every child in Yakima County deserves a chance to succeed in school and in life, which all begins 
with their family being able to afford a quality place to live.  When people have a stable home they can afford, they 
are healthier and children can reach their full educational potential.  Positive investments in affordable housing give 
hardworking families the opportunity to build stronger communities. 
  
Nonetheless, there is extreme hardship for too many farmworkers. The economic disadvantages of farmworkers are 
documented by the Trust's statewide, year-long survey of nearly 3,000 farmworkers, the largest survey of its kind 
ever conducted in the nation. In Yakima & Klickitat Counties, approximately 95% of the farmworkers surveyed have 
their primary residences here. Due to the seasonal nature of agricultural work, the average annual household income 
was $20,213, just 41% of the Yakima County median income. 
 
The TrustΩǎ survey found that: 
× 53% of farmworkers interviewed in Yakima & Klickitat Counties spent more than the federal standard of 30% 

of their income for housing costs (cost-burden); 
× 27% lived in substandard housing; 
× 35% lived in overcrowded conditions; 
× and 56% had children in the home. 

 
Figure 1: Yakima & Klickitat Counties Housing Indicators7,8 

 
 

The extent of the cost-burden in Yakima County leaves more than 1 in 2 farmworkers and their families with little 
money for other basic necessities such as food and medical care. Over 1 in 5 (21%) of ̧ ŀƪƛƳŀΩǎ farmworkers are 
severely cost-burdened, paying more than 50% of their income for housing.  These severely cost-burdened families 
ŀǊŜ άно ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ those paying less for housing to encounter difficulties ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘΦέ9  The 
children of low-income renter families who do not live in affordable housing are also more likely to experience 
malnutrition and underdevelopment than those of comparable families receiving housing assistance.10   

                                                 
7 Washington Farmworker Housing Trust, A Sustainable Bounty: Investing in Our Agricultural Future (2008). 
8 The general population statistics came from the Yakima County Housing Needs Assessment (2011).  
*Comparable data not available. 
9Barbara J. Lipman, {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ Dƻǘǘŀ DƛǾŜΥ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǎǘ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ (2005), 8. 
10Alan Meyers, et al, {ǳōǎƛŘƛȊŜŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴŀl Status (2005), 1. 
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Windshield surveys of housing conditions conducted in 3 communities by the Yakima 
Valley Conference of Governments found that 70% of single-family residences were 
in either in substandard or poor condition.11  Children living in substandard housing 
are more likely to develop health problems and, as a result, to miss school. Over 40% 
of diagnosed asthma among children is believed to be linked with residential 
exposures.12 In 2004, the cost of preventable hospitalizations among adults and 
children for asthma was nearly $2 billion nationwide, a 26% increase from 2000.13  
 
Figure 2: Survey of Housing Conditions of Single-family Residences 2005-200614 

 
 
At the current fair market rents in Yakima County, only a studio apartment is affordable for a farmworker 
household that has a median household size of 4.34 persons.  ²{¦Ωǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
recently found that Yakima County had a vacancy rate of 2.7%.15  A vacancy rate below or at 3% is usually considered 
a tight market for renters.  The study also found that the vacancy rate is even lower for larger apartment units.  The 
vacancy rate for a 2-bedroom apartment in Yakima County was 1.6%. These housing market conditions compel many 
farmworker families to overcrowd in small units.  The documented overcrowded conditions make it difficult for 
families to handle stress and maintain healthy relationships.  Such stressful home environments can lead to increased 
levels of psychological distress.16  Furthermore, the Center for Housing Policy research summary demonstrated that 
άŎǊƻǿŘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦέ17 Clearly, these 
poor housing conditions threaten the stability and well-being of our workforce, our children and our communities.   
 

Figure 3: Monthly Fair Market Rent in Yakima County18 

 

                                                 
11 Homeless Network of Yakima County ς Affordable Housing Committee, Yakima County Housing Needs Assessment (2011). 
12 Bruce Lanphear, et al. "Contribution of Residential Exposures to Asthma in U.S. Children and Adolescents." Pediatrics (2001), 1. 
13 Allison Russo, et al. Trends in Potentially Preventable Hospitalizations among Adults and Children, 1997-2004.  
(Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 2007), 8. 
14 Homeless Network of Yakima County ς Affordable Housing Committee, Yakima County Housing Needs Assessment (2011). 
15 Washington Center for Real Estate Research, Washington Apartment Market Study (Fall 2010).  
16 The Center for Housing Policy and Enterprise Community Partners, The Positive Impacts of Affordable Housing on Health (2007), 5. 
17 The Center for Housing Policy and Enterprise Community Partners, 5. 
*Washington Farmworker Housing Trust, A Sustainable Bounty: Investing in Our Agricultural Future (2008). 
18National Low Income Housing Coalition, Out of Reach 2010.http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2010/data.cfm?getstate=on&getcounty=on&county=8177&state=WA 
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Current Housing Inventory 
Yakima County affordable housing providers have made 
great strides in addressing the need for safe, quality, 
affordable homes for farmworkers and their families.  The 
Yakima Housing Authority (YHA), Sunnyside Housing 
Authority and Catholic Charities Housing Services (CCHS) 
provide community-based housing specifically for 
farmworker families in Yakima County that is maintained 
affordable for 40 to 50 years.  Last year, they served over 
2,200 farmworkers and family members, providing homes 
for the workforce of more than 80 agricultural employers in 
the Valley. In addition, several Yakima County ag employers 
provide housing for some of their employees.  In 2009 the 
Washington Department of Health licensed 904 grower-
owned beds for farm employees.19 
 
In spite of these efforts, the lack of safe, affordable housing 
remains a key issue for working families.  YHA, SHA and 
CCHS maintain waiting lists for their farmworker housing 
developments that include over 1,400 households, with 
estimated waits as long as 1-3 years.  Also, the majority of 
growers with on-farm housing are only able financially to 
provide housing to some of their employees. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

                                                 
19

 Department of Health. 

Figure 4: List of Yakima ag employers whose 
employees live in community-based housing 

developments.*  

Adams Road Orchard Pride Packing 

Agri Aide, Inc Radar Orchards, LLC 

B&S Farms Rocky Prairie Orchard 

Bailey Nurseries Roy Farms 

Bek Orchards Royal Crest Orchards 

Blackhawk Orchard Royal Mint 

Blue Bird Orchards Royal Ridge Fruit and Cold Storage 

Blue Sky Roza Hills Vineyard 

Brandt Management Russet King Potato 

Caribou Ranches S&C Ranching 

Carpenter Ranches, LLC Serendipity Orchard 

CJ KM Orchards Skone & Connors 

Columbia Basin Nursery Snow & Sons Produce 

Congdon Orchards & Packing St. Hilaire Farms 

Conrad & Adams Fruit Company Stadelman Fruit 

Counsell Farms Stan Brulotte Farms 

Country Morning Farms, Inc Stemilt AG Services, LLC 

Cowan Orchard Sun Valley Orchard 

Cowin & Sons, LLC Sunray Farms, LLC 

D & A Zuniga Orchards Taylor Orchards 

Del Monte Foods Co. Upland Vineyards, LLC 

Dovex Fruit Co. Valley Roz Orchard 

Eddie Farms, Inc Van Well Nursery 

Evans Fruit Company Vin Du Lac Winery 

Friesland Dairy Warrior Ranches 

Frosty Ridge Orchards Washington Fruit 

Gilbert Orchards Washington Harvest 

Green Acres Farms Weber Farms 

Hogue Cellars Western Sweet Cherry 

Homestake Farms Wheeler Farms, LLC 

Kershaw Sunnyside Ranches, Inc Whisky Ranch 

Lawrence Orchard Wilson Orchards & Vineyard Supply 

Lighthouse Farms Windy Point Fruit Ranch 

Loombard Loop Orchard & Fruit Yakima Bait Company 

National Food Co. Yakima Fruit & Cold Storage 

Northwest Horticulture Yakima Valley Fruit 

Olsen Brothers Ranches Zillah 270, LLC 

Olympic Orchards Zirkle Fruit Company 

*This is a point-in-time list and not all inclusive. 

Providing housing is a challenge because we 
are in the farming business, not the housing 
business, but we want to do our part in 
helping our community. We know that 
housing is important for our employees and 
our business.    
The housing we provide, for both individuals 
and families, allows our employees to clean 
up, prepare their food, and rest so that they 
are ready to work the next day.  Agricultural 
workers and their families need safe and 
affordable housing.   

-Don Gibson, Mt. Adams Orchards 
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At the current fair market rents in Yakima County, only a studio 
apartment is affordable for a farmworker household that has a 

median household size of 4.34 persons. 

 
 
The current housing inventory (Figure 5) demonstrates that 
more affordable housing is needed to support local businesses 
and working families.  The inventory of existing affordable 
housing for farmworker families (Figure 5) includes dedicated 
housing units and private market units affordable to 
farmworkers (rent of $505 or less per month including utilities 
for a household earning $20,213 annually). There are 676 
year-round rental homes dedicated to farmworker families in 
Yakima County (approximately 3,575 maximum occupancy) 
and 904 grower-owned beds.  Most of the licensed seasonal-
occupancy housing is owned by growers and provided free to 
their workers as an employee benefit.  In Yakima County 28 
homeownership units have been built for farmworker families 
using the sweat equity model.20  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ нллрπнллф !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ŘŀǘŀΣ ƻŦ рΣпнн 
total private market units in Yakima County that were vacant during those four years, only 955, or 18%, are 
affordable to farmworkers. The U.S. Census does not contain data for gross rent (rent that includes utilities) of 
vacant units, thus the number of vacant affordable units to farmworkers is much lower than the estimated 955 units. 
 
 

Figure 5: Farmworker Housing Inventory in Yakima County (2009-2010) 

 Number of Units Occupancy/Number of 
Farmworkers & Family Members 

Seasonal-occupancy units 904 DOH licensed beds 904 people 

Year-round units 676 units 3,575 people 

Homeownership units 28 units 140 people 

Private Market units (2004-2009 Census) 955 units 4,775 people 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

                                                 
20

 The Sweat Equity Model enables low income families to invest hours of labor (sweat equity) in building their own home to help lower their 
housing costs. 

Blessed Kateri Village 
Wapato, WA 
Photo courtesy of CCHS. 
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Labor Trends & the Impact on Housing Needs  
Farmworkers are vitally important in agricultural production and 
determine the quality and safety of food products, and ultimately 
the sustainability of an agricultural business. Agriculture is the single 
largest employment sector in Washington State, employing an 
estimated 187,000 farmworkers annually of which an estimated 
52,476 are in Yakima County. In addition, farmworkers help 
contribute over $1.2 billion annually in crop and livestock production 
to ¸ŀƪƛƳŀΩǎ economy, helping the agricultural sector continue to 
ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 

 
The TrustΩǎ farmworker survey found that 50% of the respondents either plan to leave agriculture within a year or are 
uncertain how much longer they will continue working in agriculture. However, 91% of those surveyed in Yakima 
County stated that more and better housing would encourage them to continue working in agriculture. An 
adequate supply of quality, affordable housing is key to sustaining our agricultural economy. 
 

Figure 6:  Total Wages Paid by Selected Industries in Yakima County 200921 

 
 
Strong consumer demand for organic and fresh produce is moving more growers into the organic and fresh-to-
consumer markets, which requires hand harvesting by additional farmworkers.  Growers are also going organic in 
order to meet international market standards.  About one third of the tree fruit is exported to international markets 
which require lower amounts of pesticides residue on their fruits.  Washington State leads the United States in the 
production of organic apples, sweet cherries, and pears.22  Yakima County has more than 6,000 certified organic acres 
and generates over 10% of all organic farmgate sales in the state ($21 million).23 
 
Apple production per acre has increased, keeping Yakima County the number one producer of apples in the state 
and the nation.  Taking into account that apples tend to be alternate bearing (trees have a heavy crop year followed 
by a light crop year) and the influence of weather, figure 7 shows an overall increasing trend in apple production.  In 
1993 and 2006, there was roughly the same amount of apple acreage. However, in 1993 production was 83 million, 
40-pound boxes and in 2006 it was over 99 million boxes.24  In 2010, Washington apples set a new all-time harvest  

                                                 
21 Washington State Employment Security Department. 
22 Steve Brown, Organic Demand, Supply Grow Together. Capital Press, 22 April 2011, 8E. 
23 Washington State University, Washington State Certified Organic Acreage, Sales & Dairy Cattle: 2005-2010 Tables. 
http://www.tfrec.wsu.edu/pdfs/P1774.pdf(2011). 
24 Yakima Valley Grower-Shippers Association. 
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